
O ur Magnum Opus, No. 120, was inaugurated in December
and I was fortunate to have been able to hear two of the
recitals in Lausanne. More than half the shop attended

these and other recitals that followed. What exciting events they
w e re! First of all, the organ is a stunning addition to the 13th
c e n t u ry cathedral with its gleaming mahogany case and tin pipe
façade dominating the west end wall of the nave. The cathedral
itself, considered one of the most beautiful
Gothic stru c t u res in Europe, towers over
the city from its position atop one of
L a u s a n n e ’s steep hills.  Jean-Christophe
G e i s e r, Organist of the Cathedral, gave
a brilliant perf o rmance of Bach’s P re l u d e
and Fugue in E-flat Major and was joined
by the Chamber Orchestra of Lausanne
in the perf o rmance of works by Laure n t
Mettraux and Jean Balissat, commis-
sioned for the event.  This first, thrilling
recital was capped by Poulenc’s C o n c e rt o
for Organ, Strings and Ty m p a n i. The pro g r a m
was the first in a series of recitals by an impressive roster of top
p e rf o rmers from Europe and America which will continue thro u g h
August. The inauguration inspired a number of articles about 
C. B. Fisk and the Lausanne instrument in the New York Ti m e s,
the Boston Globe, the I n t e rnational Herald Tr i b u n e, and in the Swiss
p e r i odicals 24 heures, le Te m p s, and Domaine Public. S o u ff l e s, a
lavishly illustrated book about the organs at the cathedral, was
also published for the debut of Opus 120.
Opus 121 at Furman University in Greenville, South Carolina, is
complete and David and Morgan Pike have just re t u rned fro m
t h rough-tuning the organ. The voicers have come back from their
tours of duty raving about the extraord i n a ry compatibility of the
o rgan and the room. I am looking forw a rd to seeing and hearing
the instrument when University Organist Charles Tompkins plays
the dedication recital on April 18.  
Our voicers at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in
S h o re v i e w, Minnesota, Opus 122, have completed voicing the
flue stops and reed voicing is well underw a y. The congregation has
been introduced to the organ as each stop has been voiced and
they look forw a rd to hearing the “almost” complete organ on
Easter Sunday. Layton “Skip” James, keyboardist for the St. Paul
Chamber Orchestra, will play the formal dedication recital of the
i n s t rument on May 16. 
Back at the shop our attention has focused on Opus 124 for Christ
Episcopal Church in Roanoke, Vi rginia, where Tom Baugh, a
f o rmer student of John Mueller, is Director of Music. He related to

us the unique process by which C. B. Fisk was chosen to build
their i n s t rument, which I found especially cre a t i v e . As David Pike
was completing the voicing of Opus 112 at St. James’s in
Richmond, Tom, together with other organists from Christ
C h u rch and a group of parishioners, went to Richmond to see and
hear that instrument and to sing hymns—accompanied only by
the stops of the proposed specifications for Opus 124.  They

described the experience as a defining
moment in discovering what a Fisk
o rgan promised for their parish. T h e
two-manual, twenty-six stop instru -
ment is now speaking to us from the
E recting Room. An Open House was
held on March 13 and the organ will be
shipped in April. Hard on its heels will
be Opus 123 for St. Chry s o s t o m ’s in
Chicago. The shop has been a very busy
place, indeed!
Our Founder’s Day celebration, C h a r l e s
B renton Fisk, A Fond Remembrance, was

held at Old West Church on Febru a ry 7th. A hush fell over the
room as Yuko Hayashi began the program on our beloved Opus 55.
Steve Dieck introduced the participants and our staff ,
remembering his early years with the company and welcoming the
m o re than 150 people who attended. John Brombaugh re m i n i s c e d
about his apprenticeship with Charles before he began his own
f i rm. Chick Holtkamp spoke, recalling his conversations with
Charles as he began to contemplate mechanical action for
Holtkamp organs. Historian Jonathan Ambrosino gave us a
b roader perspective, applying his keen observations to Charles’s
role in the O rg e l b e w e g u n g and to organbuilding in the future .
M a rg a ret Mueller and John Mueller played wonderf u l l y, evoking
their years at North Carolina School of the Arts when our org a n s
w e re built there. And Lenora McCro s k e y, who for several years
p resided over our Opus 46 at Harv a rd with John Ferris, traveled
f rom the University of North Texas to play the final musical
o ffering of the day. Special thanks to Mark Nelson for org a n i z i n g
the lovely program and collecting material for a F e s t s c h r i f t to be
published later this year.
In January I attended a gathering in honor of Craig Whitney,
author of All the Stops, a wonderful new book which gives a
remarkable insight into the past and present of American org a n
building. The book is full of fascinating stories of great builders
and great perf o rmers–a very informative and highly entert a i n i n g
read!  If you have not already read it, you should buy a copy for
yourself and your organ-loving friends. 
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CO N C E RT S ♦ A N D ♦ RE C I TA L S ♦ O N ♦ FI S K ♦ OR G A N S

BOSTON, MA ♦ OPUS 44 K ING’S CHAPEL
King’s Chapel Music at Noon Series (Tuesdays at 12:15)

April 13 Ezequiel Menendez, Recital
April 27 Heinrich Christensen, Organist, with Arcadian Winds,

Woodwind Quintet
May 4 Richard Bunbury, Organist with Lesile Walters, Clarinet
May 18 Heinrich Christensen, Organist with Thomas Gregg, Tenor;

Timothy Macri, Flute
May 25 Jeeyoon Choi, Recital
June 8 Elena Kishkovich, Recital
June 29 AGO Young Organists Initiative (YOI)  Showcase Recital
July 20 Josh Lawton, Recital
August 24 Gail Archer, Recital
September 21 David Owens, Recital
October 5 Heinrich Christensen, Organist with Mary Sullivan, Soprano
November 2 Heinrich Christensen, Organist with Catherine Hedberg, 

Mezzo-Soprano

BOSTON, MA ♦ OPUS 55 O LD WEST CHURCH
International Artist Series

April 23, 8:00 pm Jean-Pierre Leguay, Cathedral of Notre Dame, Paris; 
co-sponsored with the Boston AGO Chapter

Tuesdays with Sebastian
Complete works of Bach played by Peter Sykes and Christa Rakich

www.tuesdayswithsebastian.info

BOSTON, MA ♦ OPUS 103 T HE PARISH OF ALL SAINTS , ASHMONT
Choral Services on Sundays at 4:00 

Jeremy Bruns, Organist with All Saints’ Choir of Men and Boys

April 30, 7:30 John Scott, Director of Music, St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
London, Recital

BUFFALO , NY ♦ OPUS 95 U NIVERSITY AT BUFFALO , SLEE HALL
April 23, 8:00 Ken Cowan, Recital
November 19, 8:00 Cherry Rhodes, Recital

CAZENOVIA , NY ♦ OPUS 70  F IRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
May 23, 4:00 Alice Bancroft Damp and George Edward Damp 

Recital of Organ Duets

CLAREMONT, CA ♦ OPUS 117 P OMONA COLLEGE
LITTLE BRIDGES HALL OF MUSIC

September 26, 8:00 William Peterson, Recital  
Works of Franck, Lemmens, Loret, Guilmant, and Vierne

DALLAS, TX ♦ OPUS 100 D ALLAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
MEYERSON SYMPHONY CENTER

Lecture Demonstrations with Mary Preston 12:30
April 23, May 10, June 7 

DAYTON , OH ♦ OPUS 94 S T. GEORGE ’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
May 30 10:30 Mozart’s Missa Brevis with Organ and Orchestra

GAINESVILLE , FL ♦ OPUS 119 F IRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
May 2, 11:00 Mark Coffey, Organ with Choir.  Duruflé Requiem
June 6, 4:00 Mark Coffey, Recital. Works of Guilain, Walond, 

Bach, Franck, and Vierne
June 13, 4:00 W. Dan Hardin, Recital. Works of Bach, Guilmant,

Mendelssohn and Dupré

GLOUCESTER , MA ♦ OPUS 97 S T. J OHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
October 17, 4:00 Almut Roessler, Organ with Mutterhauskirche

Kaiserswerth Choir, Nancy Poland, conducting.  
Works of Bach, Schütz, Dvorak, and Brahms

GR E E N S B O R O , NC ♦ OP U S 82 C H R I S T UN I T E D ME T H O D I S T CH U R C H
November 14, 8:00 Diane Meredith Belcher, Recital

LAST CALL for recollections of Charles Fisk
to be considered for publication in a Festschrift later this year.
See reminiscences on our website at w w w. c b f i s k . c o m

MACON, GA ♦ OPUS 115
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

April 25, 2:00 Robert Parris, Recital

MARBLEHEAD , MA ♦ OPUS 69
ST. MICHAEL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Evensong on the first Sunday of the month at 5:00 

April 18 Douglas Major, Recital.  Works of J.S. Bach, 
Walther, Vierne, and a world premiere of 
Douglas Major’s Cape Ann Portraits

May 16 Michael Kleinschmidt, Recital.  Works of Bach, d’Grigny, Locklair,
Dupré, Mozart, and Saint-Säens

NIANTIC , CT ♦ OPUS 93 S T. J OHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
April 30, 8:00 Ezequiel Mendez, Recital, presented by St. John’s and 

the New London County Chapter of the AGO

OBERLIN , OH ♦ OPUS 116 O BERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC
FINNEY CHAPEL

April 18, 4:30 Jean-Pierre Leguay, Recital

RO C H E S T E R , NY ♦ OP U S 83 D O W N T O W N UN I T E D PR E S B Y T E R I A N CH U R C H
April 18, 3:00 J. Melvin Butler, Recital

ST. PAUL, MN ♦ OPUS 78 H OUSE OF HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Music at Four 2003-2004

April 25 Kimberly Marshall, Recital.  “A Dance Through Time.”  
Dance history through organ repertoire

June 13 David Goode, Recital

May 9, 7:00 Marian Archibald, Organ with Christopher Dock High School
Choir, Rodney Derstine conducting

SEATTLE , WA ♦ OPUS 114 T HE SEATTLE SYMPHONY
WATJEN CONCERT ORGAN, B ENAROY A HALL

Fluke/Gabelein Organ Recital Series
April 26, 7:30 Joseph Adam, Recital

Shoreview, Minnesota
S h e p h e r d of the Hills

Lutheran Chur c h
Opus 122
May 16, 5:00

Dedication Recital
Layton James, Organist

SOUDERTON , PA ♦ OPUS 51 Z ION MENNONITE CHURCH
April 24, 7:30 Gordon Turk, Recital
November 14, 3:00 Gail Archer, Recital

STA N F O R D , CA ♦ OP U S 85 S TA N F O R D UN I V E R S I T Y , ME M O R I A L CH U R C H
April 24, 8:00 Robert Huw Morgan, Organist.  Works of J. S. Bach

YOKOHAMA, J APAN ♦ OPUS 110 M INATO MIRAI HALL
Dollar Concerts at 12:10

April 28 Douglas Cleveland
May 26 Mami Sakato
June 23 Mineko Kojima and Eriko Kotaka
July 28 Hatsumi Miura

August 25 Naoko Imai
September 15 Tomoko Miyamoto

Organ Concert Series
September 25, 2:00 François Espinasse

Have you
oiled your
blower?



The son of artists (his father is a TV
director/producer cum house builder
and his mother works in mixed
media as a visual artist), Jason grew
up in a Federal style house in
Ipswich where the arts were
everywhere in evidence. He partook
of them, always making things,
painting things, and creating a
bright boy’s share of mischief. He
raised chickens and developed a
strong interest in math and science.
At Syracuse University he studied
a rc h i t e c t u re for a while, then switched
to photography and graduated in
Fine Arts. When we first met Jason,
he was working as an assistant to
high-end commercial photographers.

Jason champions the shop as an ideal
learning environment. “I’m always

l e a rn i n g and growing here,” he says. “I like the democratic way the
shop is run and the feeling of an extended family (even with our
occasional sibling rivalries). I like to stir things up. I’m creating my
own house furnishings in my spare time, using the shop to make
everything.” Co-workers say that Jason will take on any task and
see it through.  “Maybe because of that he gets stuck doing some
things that no one else wants to do…that’s just Jason.”

On his days off, one is likely to find Jason outdoors. He’s an avid
camper and hiker and on an installation he’s the first to explore
new territory. Thinking back on his two tours of duty in Lausanne
Jason muses, “it was a great jumping off place for a hike in the
Alps and a trip to Florence. I saw so much while I was there, and
the cathedral itself was so beautiful, so ancient, and its space so
inspiring…I even discovered that I really do like organ music!”  A
puckish grin, and Jason jumps off his pedestal, back to work. 

~ Kathleen Adams, Ed.

We ’ re not saying ‘he’s no
saint,’ but if our re a d e r s
formed their first impression
of Jason Fouser from a photo
captioned ‘Saint Jason’ in
last spring’s P i p e l i n e, they
should know it was a devilish
sense of humor and a surfeit
of energy that spirited him
into a precarious niche near
the west end portal of the
Lausanne cathedral. Ever
since Jason joined us seven
years ago, that energy and
humor, along with his love of
travel, his flexibility—both
mental and physical—and
his quickness to solve even
the quirkiest problems have
made him, if not saintly, a
first-rate team player for installations. Accordingly,
he’s gone out to install every organ from Richmond to
Lausanne and all that lie between since the lucky day
(his and ours) when he came on board .

It is not only on the road that Jason has distinguished
himself, though. Here at the shop he is a highly
p roductive pipemaker. After his first months as an
a p p rentice, rotating to each station in the shop, the
pipeshop became his Fisk niche. Unlike road work
w h e re the new terrain can be topsy-turvy and full of

surprises, work in the pipe shop demands ord e r, rhythm, and a
quiet perfection to which Jason brings his other considerable skills.
Focused, steady, and strong, he stands at his bench, drawing a
p e rfect solder seam down the length of the low CC pipe for an 
8’ Diapason.

PR O F I L E: JA S O N FO U S E R

‘St. Jason’


